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TABLE FOOTBALL HISTORY

We all love table fosthall, but who invented itand whon? The angwer Is not easy o gel Probably
il is correct ta assume real foothall, established by the 186(0s, must have been invented firse. But
even here the history of 'real' football hos an‘ancient past. Rabbi K Brasch's book, How did
Sports begin? (1972) shows mare has been lost to history than can be recalled. Desmond Morris's
book, The Soccer Tribe, indicates how old our modem game is. The Reverend P.H. Francis's
book, A Stdy of Targers in Games, reminds us how foolish it is to be certain of anything.
Certainly, by the 1890's many table top parlour games had been patented imitating football. They
vsed wires, levers and or rods to move players to kick a ball. Mr A Direwe has an early example
given to his father in 1900 on show at Castle Drogo, at Drewsteignton, Devon, But it has lLitle in
common with our own Bar football able. An example of 4 slightly closer relative would be UK
patent 24608 in 1908 by Chatham resident Edwin Walsham. But again it is not quite what we
wauld enjoy to play today. Incidenally, Subbureo, developed by 1947 was a late entrant to the
field.

The earliest version using a horizontal bar attached to the players waist and rotated to kick the ball
appedars to be claimed by Edwin James Lawrence of Birmingham in 1913, But this was only a
same of two goalkeepers. Nevertheless it appears to have been a British milestone.

My favoured claim to the first proper table is UK Patent 205001 by Harold Charles Thornton of
London in 1922, It has a1l the elements necessary for an English claim o the invention, Yet, you
will probably come aceross competing claims from time to time which muddy the waters,

In The Complete book of Foosball by Iohny Ton (contemporary Books, Chicago 19800, it is
claimed "the carliest United States patent for a "fooshall” table was registered in 1901 bug it is
penerally agreed that foosball, like soccer, originated in western Europe”. [ have tried to locate that
patent, and it appears 1o be a reference to s pump handle that was cited in error, Also from the USA
womies the claim by Larry Paterson of Cincinnari that he imported the hrst-table soccer game to the
US in 1962 awributing the invention graciously 1o the Goestli family {later of the Electro -Kicker
company) in France in the 15200s.

One of the most famous players of a1l fime, Zeck Mullins, claims at the age of four his neighbour
made a Y ble for him. Sadly [ do not know what vear that was, but since, parts of 4 wrecked
1944 Siudebaker car were used 1t 15 not critical to the debate. ;

On the Internet an article from Repdey magazine 15 reprinted from 2802/1976 claiming: " The
original game we know as table soccer probably originated in Germany in the lae 19205, early
30'%s. We say "prohahly” beeause some feel the French were working with the games at the same
time. But the aame did flower in Germany .. vears before 1t made its first timid apearance in the
s, .

The Frenchrclaim shonld be documented, but [ have vet to see any evidedence for this. In fact my
research is more a produce of what T have been able to discover in the UK and Swiss patent offices
and through artempted international searches and contacts than from any certainty or
comprehensive knowledge, The Caomplete Book of Fooshall relates the claimin Le Seir Hlusire
N 2471, Movember 1979, p26 that the inventor was vet another Frenchman, Lucien Rosengart,
who lived from 1880 o 1976. An employee of the Citroen automobile factory, and inventor of the
minicar, frontwheel drive, the sear belt, and babyfoot, yet another name for what we call table
fownihipd .

The Spanish have a claim or two! Adgustn, the owner of the Calle Ia Senvera, 46006 Yalencia,
claimed his table was eighty vears old {a fow years ago now), Interestingly identical models were
still heing made recently by Futper 8.A. of Paiporta, Valencia, Spain. But they have not responded
to an enguiry into their fame. Interestingly it is nearly identical to the “Sokit' table marketed in the
UK undera 1939 parent which also seems 1o be the model for the famous "Lilliput” table
introduced to the UK by Edgar Boulter in 1947 having seen tables in use in Switzerland after the
war. This may well have been the table manufactured by the Swiss company called Kicker, located
in Geneva, one of the oldest manufacturers. But the oldest Swiss patenl does not seem to predate
1933 and was immediately followed by many imitators,

Back in Spain, the magazime £1 Pais (176, 3 july 1994} claims 17 year old Alejandro Finisterre
invented table foothall in 1936 1o allow children o play on wet days in Montserrat, Cataluna ;
perfecting the game when in.exile in Gumemala. He lived in the US wher it reports the Mafia took
an exgessive interest in his machines so he went to Mexico where the idea was pirated.

And, to cap it all, {for now at any rate) Eugene Lee Peppard, who marketed "Tournament Soccer'
in the LS A, thought the game might have Chincse origing in his patent application for an improved
foot desizn. My money i still on Table football being an English invention. But [ can by no means
be certain. T will pay £25.00 cash 1o the first person to prove 1 am wrong, and willingly, because it
is g0 frustraring o not know who should get the credit. Especially as with each death of those who
might know, a4 whole library of knowledge 18 lost. In any Janguage!



David Lavender, a historian of the game, noting the inroads of computer simulations imitating
football has written, “The next step-virtual reality football-may raise the question: Why not kick a
ball around a field?... Bar football, however,[even when it is not raining] has outlasted
sophisticated machines. . because of its fast, skillful physical entertainment value. .. it is played
internationally in tournaments by competitors whose advanced playing techmiques demaonstrate
extrnordinary hand and eye co-ordination." Also of course its great fun. And we owe a great debt
of gratilude to whoever it was who invented the game of whatever nationality and almast as mush
to those who independently or subseguently popularised it. That includes wonraelf, and your
opponent!
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Fdgar Poulters Lilliput coin mechanlsm
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model boots on handles: & bit of a joke

cannon effect of big & emaller bells like billiards
Blow foothall {later modified with tubes, hellaws,),.
counters, dice, vertical spin men, etc etc.

men on rods uwnder table top

moving foot using lever

ancther vertical spinning man example

THE FIRST man {(goaiie] on horizontal shoulder rod
durmy man

man on wire underneath table

man on extending rod: & bit of a joke

finger operated foot: 2 bit of a joke.

man on long handle with kicking foot

men on long lengthwise wires

THE FIEST PROPER TABLE?

Rods & levers under the table (Coin freed)

proper table but with telescopic rods

rods, levers, under table example (various)

proper table

Swiss proper tablae

proper table

First Swiss patent for a proper table (many coples)
First American Table

Gwadizsh 'coathanger design' table

American design

Variouz inciddental designs of little importence
Coin freed table of mature design {Lilliput)
American ftable

Playing Surface

Playing surface

Playing man -

Coathanger desien tahlg{ﬁ?f?.nﬁh’ s P ey
Bearing design R #}E'

'"Bendy feet' desipn!

Another simple design [ many earlier since'3% missed)
Italian stylicsh deslgn

maén

man

Slaping table

Coin freed tabla with telescopic rods

Cork baell with weighted core

man with scooped foot desipgn

Sloping table

Playing surface

Various inciddental designa of little importance
Score counting table

Telescopic rods design

Patent of addition: Undertable illumination & surface
Magnetic pieaces: & hit of a joke

Transparent ton

Magnetic man

Goal mouth mkhish clearsrs

Vertical control handles

Identical a0 ARLATE

Man (=crew fitting onte red)

Tahle with erternal ball chute

man

Inciddental deaigns of little importance

"Free range rods' design

ald design revived
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Continuedza]

TEAS COTNTRY PATENT No. SUMMARY

19EE 54 0211259 flasn design of tabla

140 USh 3627522 helmeted man

G0 UK 1288656 v removedble colours

1570 UsA 3653561 penalty gpoal spaces idea

1970 if:) D217572 man

1070 US4 3BP0303 penalty goal table

1071 TEh 3rabisn Cechetii removeable bearing

1991 U¥ 1274427 removesble bearings

1972 0% 134808 electro magnetic hall return & seEcrer
1073 % 1448673 7 cheap free range rod tablse

107% HSh DEpazah o Michelin type man

1975 Ush 32024 v Kai-ers silly foot

1975 usa T926L4T2 bumpy surface & balanced men

1075 1154 TR sloping surface (SAME as T724851)
1074 mEh TETh 2560 magnetic random undertable effect
1973 = A Lozs073 kall drop opening for biased roll
1975 ma4 boharan rod-pushfkick type man

1976 134 Yk 2B tamper proof ball dispenser

G 5S4 LOLETPE man and surface design

g 154 Yoa5s128 longitudinally moving electric man
B Taa horpE sl The famous Peppard foot design
19 HEA LorEma7 Graphite rods {several citations)
007 M3 L427265 shock absorbers

1977 Osh k138110 man design

17 & b7/ Ball server

1578 GE HOTEL0 W Remaveanls bearing

1950 s A LzozBal Bemmlers electronic solencids
1980 UK 20balill " Bemmlers electirenic sclencads
1982 uaa L3Roool - " bhearing housing

[=2:E k] DAFEEE1 L men design
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